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• Native Plant Nurseries (abridged list) 

1. Forrest Keeling Nursery; http://www.fknursery.com/ (including native plants for slopes and erosion control)  

2. George O. White State Forest Nursery; http://mdc.mo.gov/landwater-care/landowners-and-farmers/seedling-orders/2011-
2012-seedling-order-form  

3. Hamilton Native Outpost; http://www.hamiltonseed.com/                      

4. JF New; http://www.cardnojfnew.com/ 

5. Missouri Wildflowers Nursery; http://www.mowildflowers.net/  

6. Prairie Moon Nursery; http://www.prairiemoon.com/  

7. Prairie & Wetland Center – Critsite Products; http://www.critsite.com/   

8. Shine Hollow Ranch; http://www.shinehollowranch.com/         

9. Smiling Sun Native & Organic Garden Center; https://www.smilingsunllc.com/  

• Missouri Botanical Garden – Shaw Nature Reserve 

– MSD Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual; http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-
attractions/shaw-nature-reserve/gardens-gardening-at-shaw-nature-reserve/native-landscaping-for-
professionals/stormwater-solutions.aspx  

– Native Landscaping Manual (including native plant groundcovers); http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-
of-attractions/shaw-nature-reserve/gardens-gardening-at-shaw-nature-reserve/native-landscaping-for-the-home-
gardener/native-landscaping-manual.aspx  

– Plants of Merit; http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/gardening-in-br-st.-louis/plants-of-
merit.aspx    

• City of Springfield, Department of Public Works, Division of Storm Water Services; Create a Rain Garden Brochure; 
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/stormwater/raingarden.html  

• County of St. Louis, Property & Roads, Subdivision Trustee Resource Center; Native Landscaping: A Subdivision Association 
Guide for Converting Turf to Prairie; http://www.co.st-louis.mo.us/PropertyandRoads/SubdivisionTrusteeResourceCenter.aspx  

• Grow Native! http://www.grownative.org/  

• Kurz, Don. Trees of Missouri. Jefferson City: Conservation Commission of Missouri, 2003. 

• Kurz, Don. Shrubs and Woody Vines of Missouri. 2nd ed. Jefferson City: Conservation Commission of Missouri, 2004. 

• Shaw, Daniel and Rusty Schmidt. Plants for Stormwater Design – Species Selection for the Upper Midwest. Saint Paul: 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 2003. http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-
programs/stormwater/stormwater-management/plants-for-stormwater-design.html?menuid=&redirect=1  
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http://landscapeofmeaning.blogspot.com/ 



Courtesy of Headland Landscape Architecture 



http://landscapeofmeaning.blogspot.com/ 

…Natives vs. Exotics 



http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/54572/The-blue-areas-are-those-that-were-covered-by-ice 



http://www.carnegiemnh.org/ip/tours/trail/red/4.htm 





http://www.shawnature.org/lily.aspx 





Required plants for MSD stormwater best management practices: 
Dry Swale; Sand Filter; Wet Pond; Wetland; Bioretention for 
Informal landscapes; Bioretention for Formal landscapes 





Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Cardinal Flower 
Lobelia cardinalis 

Soft Rush 
Juncus effusus 

Switchgrass 
Panicum virgatum 



…Bio-filtration vs. Bio-infiltration 
Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Photo by Tim Davis, Greene County 

Shining Blue Star 
Amsonia illustris 

Lead Plant 
Amorpha canescens 

Lanceleaf Coreopsis 
Coreopsis lanceolata 





Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Palm Sedge 
Carex muskingumensis 

Orange Coneflower 
Ratibida fulgida 





 
…Reconstruction vs. Restoration 

 





Blazing Star 
Liatris spp. 





      
Qualities of low maintenance plants: 

•Compact, clump-forming 
•for use in small-scale landscapes 

•Spreading plants 
•for use in large-scale landscapes 

•Long lived 
•Four season appeal 
•Eliminate weeds 
•Ability to tolerate a wide range of soil 
and moisture conditions 

 

Native Groundcovers 
For reducing landscape maintenance and 
preventing erosion in difficult areas 

 

Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Photo by Ronda Headland, MDC 

Wild Hydrangea 
Hydrangea arborescens 

Golden Ragwort 
Senecio aureus 



If you examine each plant species, you’ll find common 
characteristics. 
• Deep, fibrous roots that solidly anchor each plant and 

help it withstand droughty conditions. By contrast, 
plants with sparse, shallow roots—particularly those 
with heavy foliage—can be top-heavy and easily 
uprooted with heavy wind or runoff. 

• Tough, low-maintenance plants that don’t need 
staking, fertilizing or insect and disease-control. 
Resilient, easy care native plants are the perfect 
choice. 

• Naturalizing is easy for plants that spread by 
underground suckering. These species, like sumac, 
sweetspire, forsythia and chokeberry can quickly form 
thickets that protect your slope and provide desirable 
wildlife habitat. Similarly, some plants regenerate 
easily by self-sowing.  

Native Plants for Slopes 
and Erosion Control 

http://1003gardens.blogspot.com/2011/11/rhus-odorata.html 
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Rhus aromatica ‘low-gro’ 
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Little Bluestem 
Schizachyrium scoparium 


